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About this document

This document explains how to add items to the Filter and Effects palette in Adobe Photoshop Elements. The Filter and
Effects palettes are two separate palettes. Their behavior is very similar. The headings will be specific to the Filter
palette but everything applies to the Effects pal ette.

What is the Filter palette?

The Filter palette is an easy way for the user to see the results of a filter before applying. A user can quickly scan
through all of the filters and look for the effect he or she is looking for without having to apply each filter. The user
then selects the filter he or she wants to run and simply drags, double clicks, or appliesthe filter to theimage. Thefilter
palette is displayed via a multi layered Photoshop file. The filter is executed by running action files. We will get into
the details | ater.

Where is the Filter palette?

The Filter palette is located in the docking well to the upper right of the main Photoshop Elements window. Use the
File > Window menu option to show and hide the Filter palette. Theinitial palette looks like this:
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Figure 1



How does the Filter palette work?

As | stated earlier the Filter palette is a multi layered Photoshop document. Actualy, it is multiple Photoshop
documents. Each category found in the pull down menu is grouped together in a single document. The Noise category
thumbnails are al contained in the Noi se.psd document found at Photoshop Elenents install
directory/ Previews/Filters/ Noi se. This directory also contains the action files, . at n, for each of the filtersin
the document.

How do | add to the Filter palette?

This is so easy it hurts. | will walk you through the process of adding the Dissolve filter from the Photoshop SDK to the
Filter palette. If you don’'t have the Dissolve filter from the Photoshop SDK don’t worry, any filter will work. You will
need a couple of things to start. Y ou need Photoshop, the full version, to create the action file. You need the filter in
guestion installed in the Photoshop Elements and Photoshop, the full version, Pluglns directory.

1. Launch Photoshop, the full version, and open the Oiginal.psd file found a Install
directory/Previews/Filters.

Open the Noi se. psd filefound inl nstal | directory/Previews/Filters/ Noise.

Start recording an action in anew action set called Dissolve and a new action called Dissol ve.

Run the Dissolve Filter onthe Ori gi nal . psd file. DO NOT savetheOri gi nal . psd file

Copy theresult into anew layer in the Noi se. psd file called Dissolve.

Stop recording.

Decide wether you want dial ogs displayed or not in your action.

Save the action file, the Dissolve action we just recorded, into the Noise directory and call it Di ssol ve. at n.
Save the Noi se. psd file
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How easy was that? Launch Elements and see your new filter preview. Drag the preview into an open document and
your plug in will launch.



Developer support is available as part of the Adobe Solutions Network.
You may purchase developer support cases individually or in 5 and 10 packs.

How to contact the Adobe Solutions Network

In the U.S. and Canada, and outside Europe,
the Middle East, Africa, and Japan, contact:
Adobe Solutions Network

Adobe Systems Incorporated

P.O. Box 609

Klamath Falls, OR 97601

For program information:
Tel: +1-800-685-3510(US/Canada only) or +1-206-675-6145
Fax: +1-206-675-6872

For membership questions:
E-mail: asndeveloper@adobe.com
Web: http://partners.adobe.com

In Europe, the Middle East, and Africa, contact:
Adobe Solutions Network

Edinburgh EH11 4GJ

Scotland, United Kingdom

For program information:
Tel: +44 131 458 6800
Fax: +44 131 458 6801

For membership questions:
E-mail: euroasn@adobe.com
Web: http://partners.adobe.com

In Japan, contact:

Adobe Solutions Network

Adobe Systems Co., Ltd.

P.O. Box 43, Bunkyo Green Court Post Office
2-28-8 Hon-Komagome, Bunkyo-ku

Tokyo 113-0021 Japan

For program information:
Tel: +81-3-5740-2620
Fax: +81-3-5740-2621

For membership questions:
E-mail: asnjp@adobe.co.jp
Web: http://partners.adobe.com/asn/japan/developer/benefits.html



